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Writing 
Cycle Two Study Guide Week 1 – 4 

November 6-9, 13-17, 27- December 1, 4-8, 2017 
 

Overview: In cycle two we will focus our writing on post secondary academic and career planning 
writing; students will be exposed to college planning by completing a college application, writing 
multiple college application/scholarship essay’s and being exposed to the financial planning process of 
college. Our college unit will culminate in a college research project in Personal World and two class 
field trips where we visit Sacramento State, Sacramento City College and U.C. Berkeley. When we close 
our college unit of study students will conclude Cycle 2 with a high school research project. 

 
“We want our students to graduate from high school, but we want them to graduate with a plan, 

whether it’s college or career.” 
      ~Kate Brown 

Week 1: November 6-9, 2017 
College Application 
Teacher initial 

11/6-7 ~Cycle 2 Small group team building activity 
    Exquisite Corpse Writing-Circus Surprise! 

11/8 ~College preparedness: Guest Speaker Ms. Angela Garvie 
11/8    The College Application Process 
 ~Participate in a college application lesson 
1. ______ In your writer’s notebook complete the following prompts in detail PRIOR to completing 

your college application 
Education: 
Work Experience: 
Community Service: 
Extracurricular Activities: 
Honors and Awards: 

 
2. ______ Complete the provided college application using blue or black ink.  
 Consider neatness, attention to detail, spelling and grammar (DUE 11/13) 

 
Week 2: November 13-17, 2017 
Preparing for College Expenses 
 

11/14 ~Participate in a discussion on college financial planning 
3. ______ How do you prepare for college? Good question. Each student will visit the website 

studentaid.ed.gov and research the following prompts as an individual taking detailed 
notes for each section.  
How do I prepare for college? 
What types of aid can I get? 
Do I qualify for aid? 
How do I apply for aid? 
How do I manage my loans? 

 
4. ______ When you have completed the process of reviewing the website as an individual you will 

review the website a second time with a parent or guardian. You will discuss each 
section with your parental unit and summarize each section in detail in your writer’s 
notebook.  Parental unit signature ___________________________________________________________ 



 
Week 3: November 27- December 1, 2017 
Interview Preparedness and Application Essay Writing 
 

11/27-28 “30 Second Me”,  “60 Second Me” and SOAR 
 ~Participate in a discussion/lesson 
5. ______ Complete a self evaluation 
6. ______ Develop a 30 second and 60 second me summary (see handout) 
7. ______ Create your personal SOAR; The SOAR (situation, obstacles, action, results) approach 
 helps you discover and tell stories that highlight your strengths (see handout) 
 
11/29-30 Application Essay Writing  
 ~Participate in a discussion on application essay writing  

~Assign College Application Essay Prompts for Freshman: each student will pick one 
writing prompts from each category (Common App Essay Prompts and U.C. Essay Prompts) 
 
Small group presentation to be presented on 12/5 

8. ______  College is expensive, but there is a considerable amount of money available to students 
who learn how to navigate and apply for scholarships. In your small group you will 
identify six different scholarships of interest and research them in detail. Consider the 
amount of the financial award, requirements of applicant, and application process. If 
more detail is provided in your research include it in your power point presentation. (no 
one in the class can research the same scholarship, we will write them on the board for 
clarification) 

 
Week 4: December 4-8, 2017 
The Writing Process and Publishing your application essays 
 

~Thursday, December 7th you will participate in a writer’s museum presenting both of your 
application essays. This week you will utilize your time and the writing process to 

prepare your two essays for publication.  
 

~Your completed essays will be your cycle two final~ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


